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Legal Developments 

Electronic and counterpart Wills have new forms, more options for how and where 
they can be signed and witnessed  
The Legislature added a new optional way to have Wills executed, allowing a supervising 
attorney (Estate & Trusts Code § 4-102(c)) to compile various paper components, 
including those from remote witnesses, into a Certified Will. Several questions were 
added to track how this is being done, and a checklist for remote signing. 

Increased Federal Tax Exemptions 
Updated Synopsis to show correct Applicable Exclusion Amount.  The inflation AEA for 
2023 will be almost $13 million; when you use Lawgic in 2023, the new adjusted AEA will 
be reflected.  The GST Exemption Amount for 2023 is likewise almost $13 million, and 
the Gift Tax Annual Exclusion has climbed to $17,000. 
Inflation adjustments for income tax figures in the Law & Strategy are also built in for use 
in 2023. 

New Reference to Cryptocurrency 
Our Digital Assets language has been slightly enhanced by specifically mentioning 
cryptocurrency as an asset the fiduciary controls.  Without this reference, the power 
arguably was available, but it was not as clear as it is now.  Such novel assets are in the 
news and may (or may not) be the future, but we wanted to address them specifically. 

Considering a Beneficiary’s Other Resources 
A new question was added to differentiate the level of discretion a trustee can exercise 
when considering a beneficiary’s other resources in making distributions from the trust.  
Previously, if discretion to consider other resources was granted, the Trustee was 
encouraged to consider them by the use of the word “should.” We have added other levels 
of discretion to this power, giving the options of “may” or “shall” consider what the 
beneficiary has. 

Other Wording Changes 
Several minor changes were made to clarify the intent for providing accountings by a 
fiduciary and to deal with allocation of generation skipping exemptions. The language will 
now be smoother and more fine-tuned to Maryland law. 
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Updated Product Features 

New Estate Planning Questionnaire. 
In a significant enhancement, our Estate Planning Questionnaire, found on the Letters 
and Questionnaires choice at Question 1, has been converted to a fillable PDF that can 
be emailed to the client (or posted on a shared server) to be completed in electronic form 
and returned to the attorney. Even better is the option to save that electronic file (PDF) 
and upload the client’s key answers directly into a Lawgic answer file to start the drafting 
process.  Paper responses from a client are still possible, and a staff member can enter 
the specific information into either an EPQ for upload or into Lawgic directly. 
 
The Lawgic Estate Planning Questionnaire always has been extensive and 
comprehensive—so much so, that some users have felt it would overwhelm a client and 
have chosen not to use it.  We have now added a shorter form of that questionnaire to 
gather just the basic information for doing effective estate planning, shaving off many 
questions about business and foreign assets. 

Software Upgrades 

Keyboard Shortcuts. 
Everyone loves the flexibility of keyboard shortcuts, so we have added two new ones 
using letter prompts, similar to other commands in the menu. You can now open the 
Search Input Box by hitting Alt-S, and open the Font Size menu by hitting Alt-O. 

Better Backups for Answer Files. 
Lawgic backs up each file as it is opened, so you will have a copy of that file as it existed 
when you started a session. These files can be found in the BAK folder under your state 
title folder in the main Lawgic directory (e.g., Lawgic\MD_WT). The regular answer files 
that you save are still stored directly in that state title folder. Some users have had issues 
with losing files by not having them backed up in cases of equipment failure or 
replacement—the Lawgic folder is not one routinely backed up by IT personnel. To 
prevent such catastrophes, we have added a Lawgic folder with a BAK subfolder in each 
user’s AppData/Roaming directory. The files that are duplicated there are what the 
answer file looked like when last saved (the end of the creation process rather than the 
beginning and are commonly backed up with the User directories. 

Two New Search Functions Have Been Added. 
Save A Search.  The Search function now contains a checkbox that allows you to 

save your search results to a text file, stored in your Lawgic title folder (e.g., 
Lawgic/MD_WT).  This file contains all the information from the search, including the 
question numbers, which can be parsed to create an editable list for our Flag Multiple 
Questions function. This can be handy if you want to use some but not all questions that 
have a specific search phrase. 
 

Flag Search Questions.  A second new checkbox allows you to flag the questions 
in the Navigator relevant to your search phrase.  Those flagged questions will be 
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highlighted in blue bold, which allows you to view in real time where your search phrase 
appears in the program. 
 
New functionality to remove “empties.” 
Occasionally, after certain functions were performed, the program would inject an “empty” 
answer into one or more Repeat Questions.  Very annoying. The new version does not 
have this issue, and we now have a tool (on the Answers menu) to clear those pesky 
empty answers out of existing files.  This will not affect other questions or files that do not 
contain these undesirable empties. 

*  *  *  *  * 

To view the questions that have revised Law & Strategy use the "Up_2201" flag file.  
From inside Lawgic, open any existing answer file; on the Flags menu, click Open Flags, 
select the appropriate Title (click OK), and next select the "Up_2201" flag file (and click 
OK).  To view all flagged questions, click Expand All on the Answers menu and scroll 
the Navigator.  Flagged questions will be indicated with blue bold text.   
 

Please continue to send us your suggestions on existing or new products. 
Contact our Technical Support Department at 1-877-2-LAWGIC (252-9442) or e-

mail us at support@lawgic.com. 
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